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It is evident from the Master's statement to Sariputra,27
that he believed in the Buddhas of the past and the future.
When he referred to himself as the seventh, he was merely
alluding to the Saptarshi concept of the Aryans, to whom he
belonged. At a later stage, however, the Theravada or the:
Hinayana school of Buddhists remembered Gautama as the
only Buddha, and tended to disown the original idea of many
Buddhas. Gautama became the only Buddha, the only prophet*
like the Christ and the Muhammad. The idea of multiplicity
of the Buddhas was ascribed to the later-day Mahayana move-
ment. Nothing could be further from the truth. The truth is that
the idea of multiplicity of mahapurusha or great souls existed
in the original Pali canon itself. In the introduction to tJie
translation of the Mahapadana Sutta, which gives the idea of
a succession of Buddhas in the Master's own words, T.W. Rhys
Davids strangely refers to this concept as sthe root of spreading
weed which finally led to the downfall of the ancient Buddhistic
faith*. Eventually, *the doctrine of Bodhisattva drove out the
doctrine of the Aryan Path. A gorgeous hierarchy of mytholo-
gical wonder-workers filled men's minds*.30 Parrinder rightly
comments that *this statement is highly debatable.* Far from
being a choking weed, the idea of multiplicity of Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas was indeed the original Aryan tradition of Saptar-
shis, and nurturing it, the Mahayana movement merely 'saved
Buddhism from shipwreck'.31

The number of Buddhas was increased from seven to twenty-
four in the Pali Buddhavamsa text which was a Theravada
canon. The Mahayana Sanskrit writers continued the process
of multiplying the Buddhas. They hit upon the picturesque
phrase: "The Buddhas are like the sands on the banks of the
Ganges."32 Har Dayal comments : "Having made the Buddhas
innumerable, the Indian imagination could not go further. It is
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